
RISHWORTH URBAN SANITARY DISTRICT 

Medical Officer’s Annual Report 
For the Year 1908. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to present to you my Annual Report for the year 1908. 

For a second consecutive year no cases of Infectious Disease 

have been reported. 

The Birth and Death Rates are satisfactory. The Births were 

20, which, on a population of 915, gives a rate of 21*75 per 1000 of 

population, which is only 1*5 below the average rate for last 10 years, 

and is much higher than the very low rate of 1907. 

The Deaths of Residents numbered only 8 in the district and 1 

outside, making a rate of 10 per 1000, which is, I think, the lowest 
rate on record. I am sorry to say that far too large a proportion of 

the deaths are due to Tuberculosis; 3 out of the 9 deaths are 

attributable to this disease. 

It is satisfactory to note that the Infantile Mortality for the year 

is nil. The record for the district is on the whole good, the average 

for last 10 years being 95 per 1000 births registered. 

During the year a new Sanitary measure has been adopted by the 

Authority. A Sewage Works on the bacterial system has been 

commenced for the treatment of the Sewage at the lower end of the 

district. The Works are being constructed on land purchased from 

the Trustees of the Grammar School, and will treat not only the 

Sewage from the School, but also from the row of houses at Carver 

Clough and other houses higher up the New Road which have 

previously been drained into this stream. The drawback to the 

scheme is its close proximity to the highway and the Grammar School, 

but, in a hilly district like Rishworth, it is very difficult to find sites 
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for outfall works, which will at once serve a fairly wide area of the 

district and yet not become a nuisance in a particular part of the 

district. There is enough land to extend the Works, if required to do 

so. A hilly district like Rishworth, lying as it does on the irregular 

Yorkshire slopes of the Penine range with a small population scattered 

over a wide area, cannot possibly be served by one scheme, and, in my 

opinion, it is a pity that districts like Rishworth and its immediate 

neighbours should be “ saddled ” with the construction and main¬ 

tenance of such expensive sanitary measures. Further, systems for sew¬ 

age treatment become obsolete quite as rapidly as naval armaments, 

and a system which may be quite up-to-date to-day may be consigned 

to oblivion in a few years time. It is to be hoped that in the bacterial 

treatment of sewage we have solved the problem, so far as the 

efficient purification of sewage matter is concerned. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 

W, R, MERCER. 




